Building and planning rejection/chaange ideas.

General Thoughts

1) Sewerage and drains. 

Reedham has had a number of issues with the sewers around the village backing up and in some cases overflowing onto people’s property. The results of this after the cleanup of effluent etc is that some quite large remedial work has been needed such as relaying of turf/grass areas and flowerbeds paid for by Anglian Water. Why would Anglian Water pay for something that is not their fault?

We are told by the developers/planners that the village drainage system should be OK with the additional new homes and not have any problems because all the new building sites have very large land drains built into their developments. Over the last few years as more and more new houses have gone up we have had flooding and drainage issues in a number of areas in the village.

The water treatment plant at the bottom of Holly Farm Road has had to have waste removed in tankers on a regular basis, Why?

There are a number of homes in the village that have either been flooded or very close to being flooded due to water levels rising up through the road drains. Some residents have had letters from Anglian water to say there are problems with the drains and the sewers in the village so why has this not been repaired /resolved? If more homes are built this problem will get much worse. 

I have been told recently that the Parish council contacted Anglia water to find out what the problems were and what could be done but Anglian water did not reply and no further action was taken.

2) Roads and infrastructure.

The roads currently in and out of the village are very poor and very narrow in places, often causing problems and sometimes damage to cars hitting whilst passing each other and breaking wing mirrors etc.

The roads are often covered in a large amount of mud during the winter due to the sugar beet campaign and the transport of the beet by the lorries and tractors involved. They are supposed to clean the roads after they have been working on them but mostly this is not done.

Most of the village roads do not have any proper passing points and in many cases they use ones that have been made over time by vehicles that have been constantly pulling up onto the verge to allow oncoming traffic to pass.

The quality of the roads is terrible and a number of residents have had damage caused to their cars due to potholes in the passing point areas. I myself have had damage caused which resulted in a broken wishbone and in a second separate incident a split alloy wheel caused by potholes, which has cost me over £1500.

Road maintenance is kept on a lower scale than other roads in the surrounding area, as Reedham is not a village you drive through on your way to somewhere else. Not all the roads in the village are currently gritted during the winter season and as a result there are parts of the village that are looked after by the residents, like Church Road for instance where I live. 

3) Shops and amenities.

Village shop - We have one village shop, which is a good little shop in as much as it always has stock of essential goods and is mostly always open. This shop is not really a place where a weekly shop would be done and is probably only used for top ups and essential bits. It has no fresh fruit, vegetables, meat or fish etc so if these items and others are required then you have to venture out of the village to a bigger town to get these items.

I am sure that a number of people in the village have to use their cars to go shopping as I do and this will only get worse if there are more houses and more people living in Reedham. 

Post Office - The post office is now only open part-time and The Acle sorting office is closing this year. 

Cash point - There is no public cash point other than the one in the village shop and you are charged to withdraw money from that.  You can draw cash from the post office when it’s open. With banks shutting their branches down more and more as they have done in Acle then people need to be able to get cash locally. 

Youth clubs – There is next to nothing for the youngsters to do in the village and the streets are often roamed at night and I dare say some mischief is caused because of this. What provision will there be for additional youth? As more families move into the village the more young people there will be.

What money will the builders/developers offer the village to be made available for the residents to be used on projects to help and support young, elderly and family residents?

4) Public transport.

The public transport system in Reedham is diabolical in regards to buses and trains. 

Parking meter have recently been installed so you will be charged for using the station car park, which can’t really hold many vehicles anyway and will now push more people to park on the roads. This will also push people away form using public transport.

The current cost of public transport is expensive and given the late or cancelled schedules of the trains it can often cost residents considerably more money as in some cases people need to use taxi’s to be able to go to work.

The train service is very poor with trains either arriving late or being cancelled. There is no way residents can depend on these services for the foreseeable future. 

We currently have a bus service in the village and I am told travelling to Norwich, Acle or Great Yarmouth is often a very long process on a few buses per week on the route. 

This will cause additional transport possibly being needed for the school and colleges busses.

5) Carbon emissions.

The government is committed to cutting its carbon emissions massively over the next 20 years +. How can this make sense when building so many new homes in a village, which is not a feed through village and where residents will need cars for transport. As I was told at our Local village plan meeting 80% of residents use their car to travel to work.

88 new homes could represent well over 100 additional vehicles in the village. What will be the effects and emissions of the additional cars? And the wear and tear on our already poor roads?

Why are we not planting more trees as the government recommended to meet emission targets? If the local farmers do not wish to grow or farm their land any longer then maybe they could plant trees and or also solar panels which might earn them some money from the national grid? Just a thought.

6) School empty places reported.

The governments and local council pans to build homes in areas where schools have so called empty places is not a good idea given some of the reasons for the empty places in these schools. Parent have their preferred choices where they wish to send their children to school and for their own reasons often choose a different school to their local one.

Reedham has been reported to have a large number empty places however I am not sure the numbers are correct from what I am being told by parents. Can we get actual figures for this from the school for the last 5 years?

Reedham has always had some parents who wish to send their children to another school due to the problems with the size of Reedham school and the fact they have multiple year groups in one class. This was exactly the same some 20 years ago when my children were at the school and I am sure will be the same for years to come.

Cantley and Freethorpe schools are seen as better choices because the schools are much bigger, each year group have their own classes and there seem to be more activities. 

The only way to make Reedham school better attended by resident children would be to extend the school and its grounds or move it and build a new one to get over some of these problems. 

Building new additional houses will not fill the schools empty places and proof of this can be seen as this has not happened with the new developments and additional houses created over the last few years.

Onsite parking at the school is non-existent so parents have to park on the roadside at Ship Hill, Holly Farm road, Mill road and The Hills. Additional cars will just make this worse and in my opinion it’s been an accident waiting to happen for a number of years.

6) Affordable homes.

Any new area to have a large building project must supply a percentage of affordable homes within its development. As I understand the definition of affordable homes is 80% of the normal sale value or the rental value if it is to be a rental property by a housing association. I also believe there are some sort of shared owner schemes to allow this too. My point is even if homes are 20% cheaper than equivalent in the village then the prices will still be too high to buy or rent for younger people. The cost of homes in the village is and has always been fairly high.

There should be some sort of law that stops people buying new homes for long term or holiday rental properties. This has been applied to some village down south in Cornwall/St Ives area and I think is a good idea to stop new properties being bought up for rental purposes and to make money.

I would like to know how many of the new affordable homes are still empty and the same for the council/housing association’s rental properties in the village. 

Mill road

1) Access – The access to the mill road site is clearly not wide enough. This has been the issue for many years on getting planning permission on the site. The residents of both the houses each side of the Mill Road access have been offered money to sell their land so it could be widened.
2) Why has this plot of land been outlined as a possibility for building? Has the highways department looked at this again recently and made any observations on the viability which differ to all the previous times this site was trying to get permission to build on and was refused?

3) What are the issues with the embankment and the railway line?
4) The plot on Mill roads has been empty and not used for years as farmland or for animals. Recently at the latter part of last year animals have been put on there to graze. One can only assume the farmer now need the additional land to graze his animal stocks which is another good reason not to build and maybe continue to graze it and plant some trees.
5) The entrance to the new proposed houses is dangerously close to the junction and the school gate. 
Witton Green 

1) Why has this site been put forward?

2) Again given the flooding and sewerage issue on the road and gardens of where this site is then putting additional house on it would make the problems much worse.

3) Access is very tight, as the road is very narrow.

Church Road

1) This small site might make sense to build on as it is in-fill and really there should be no problems with this.

Other smaller sites in the village.

There are a number of sites offering to build smaller numbers of properties, which are in-fill sites so why are these not being given planning permission? To me it makes more sense to use these smaller plots, given they are in-fill and it would help to add additional housing in Reedham as per the targets. 

Although these sites would not be big enough to interest a builder, permission could be given if the builder was to build smaller homes on the plot which might enable more to fit in and the same amount of money to be made on the project.

Building on smaller sites would also help the water flow in the drains and even the flow out around the village more and that would probably help the system to cope much better.

We need to know what other sites have applied for planning consent for a number of dwellings on the property or, what other sites have be outlined as possibilities for building on?

Conclusion

Although we understand that in some cases additional houses need to be built. There are a number of sites that are smaller and are in-fill sites, which would be better suited to have some of the addition homes put on. 

The village has already had a number of large build sites and clusters of homes over the last few years and I think this has brought many additional people to the village but nothing has been done to help transport, infrastructure, shops and amenities.

The doctor’s surgery is almost unusable as it takes so long to get an appointment to see a doctor You often have to go to Acle and that’s not much better either.

Many more homes being built means many more vehicles on the roads and they are not good enough to cope with the additional traffic. There would also be much higher emissions for the village too.  

