OUR VISION FOR PARISH FIELDS
Parish Fields Friends is campaigning for a better, more ecologically sane future for Parish Fields. We are doing this on behalf of future generations. Once the site is gone it's gone. We would like to see the integrity of the site preserved, and a management plan developed to serve people, wildlife and farming equally. We need help in shaping and realising this vision. The following draft vision draws on the ideas of Prof Rob Fuller (retired Director of Science at the British Trust for Ornithology). 
· To create a town park with a 21st-century difference: one where nature is given the space and opportunity it needs to thrive. 

· To create wood-pasture having a special sense of ‘managed wildness’, with open and wooded areas, veteran trees and ponds, attractive to both people and wildlife.

· To enhance the grassland flora to benefit bees and other pollinating insects.
· Providing an environmental education resource for schools.

· Fenced for grazing by animals such as sheep, alpacas or fallow deer, and cropped on a commercial basis.  

· Having open days to permit public access, via unpaved paths.

· Leased, or purchased on behalf of the town by public subscription and grant funding.

· Managed in perpetuity for the town by Trustees, some of whom are farmers.
There is nowhere on the Planet that wildlife can be taken for granted any longer. We trust that this vision document shows how Parish Fields can contribute to maintaining biodiversity as well as preserving aspects of traditional land management.
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